
 
 
 Paula Darwish talks to  reporter Tom Rogers  from Salford online 2011 
 
 
 
Paula Darwish is clearly not in the music business for the money. She speeds past me on her bike, 
coming from her admin day job, looking relieved and in need of a drink. We meet at the King's Arms 
on Bloom Street, a great real ale pub now hosting all myriad of interesting club nights and theatre 
productions. 
 
Paula's 'Club Cous Cous' is packing out the top floor of the venue, fusing Eastern and Western rock, 
folk and country to produce a sound that's like nothing else at the moment. She's also provided us 
with her new album 'Do What You Love', featuring a particularly good cover of Dolly Parton's 1974 hit 
'Jolene'. 
 
Because of her olive skin and her Middle-Eastern inflected music, I assume - stupidly as it turns out - 
that she'll order a cocktail, something i've never heard of, or something edifying like wheatgrass that 
looks and tastes like soil. I'm wrong of course. She has a pint of Bombadier, like me, and drinks it 
faster than I do. She tells me that she spends a lot of time trying to avoid the 'world music' tag, as it 
often comes with connotations of dreadlocked, organic-milk-buying, eco-hippies: 
 
"I never wanted to just play to the faithful, if you know what I mean, the world music lot; that's not 
what the music is about. At the end of the day, we play rock music, and it shouldn't be this exclusive, 
elitist thing." I ask her who she would be if she could be in any band, ever. There's little hesitation. "I'd 
be Paul Weller in The Jam". So we know her music taste is sound. She explains: "The atmosphere at 
Club Cous Cous is that it's rock music with different influences. You ask the Gallagher brothers who 
their influences are and you can hear the Beatles in their sound. It's just that my influences are from a 
little bit further away." 
 
Usually the first music people hear is their mum and dad's record collection. Did she get country and 
eastern influences from her family? "Yeah, my dad loved all the classic country artists like Tammy 
Wynette, Glen Campbell and Dolly Parton, I used to listen to his LPs and really like them. But my 
dad's Arabic as well so I always had those different, eastern sounds in my life. I remember listening to 
reallly old, reel-to-reel music, traditional Arabic stuff from the 40s and 50s. I used to always envy my 
big brother's record collection, he was into all these cool bands like Led Zepplin and the Rolling 
Stones. Still, I've moved on from them and he's still listening to the same records!" 
 
There were many unrelated bands before Paula tried to fuse English and Turkish music, "I was too 
shy to sing for ages, so I used to hang around at the back on keyboards," and she almost didn't 
become a musician. "I was discouraged somewhat from the music, really, my family's idea was that 
I'd get a job, get a career, make some money, so for years I would work my way up, go a little bit stir 
crazy and then always return to the music. I suppose you could say I'm a bit of a late bloomer." 
 
She started the Country and Eastern band 6 years ago and has lived in both Turkey and London 
while trying to get it off the ground. "The music scene up here is much better than London" she says, 
"if you're relatively unknown, you can still play is decent venues and put on a bit of a show. I imagine 
it must be disheartening playing in bars; people wander in looking for somewhere quiet to sit, see the 
band, grunt and then leave. It must be difficult to feel like you're building up any momentum? "Yeah, 
well, I sort of fell into the Manchester scene, but i met loads of people, loads of musicians really 
quickly, and i didn't want to leave. Trying to build up a following in London is virtually impossible 
because it's so big, and people don't go out where they live." 
 
Salfordians are obviously a bit more adventurous than I thought, because the audiences she gets are 
"a really good mixture of locals, Turkish people, and people who've been coming to see the band for 
years." That open-mindedness is what she really likes about the King's Arms. "You don't have to have 



to know anything about Turkey or Arabic or non-Western musical structures or anything like that. I 
would call it rock or indie with eastern influences." So all the shoegazers can enjoy themselves as 
well? "Yeah!" 
 
Before she beats me to the bottom of our second pint, she's got time to tell us about the weird and 
wonderful instruments we'll be seeing at her gig, including the saz, a 9-stringed wooden lute-like 
thing, darbuka hand-held drums, and the jumbush, which is like a Turkish banjo. And for anyone 
adventurous enough to looking to make a foray into Turkish music should try Tarkan - yes, Holly 
Valance covered his song 'Kiss Kiss' - and the diva Sezen Aksu who's sold over 40 million albums, 
"she makes really good quality pop." And if there's any Chorlton-based eco-hippies who want 
something a bit more far-out, they should try Ibrahim Talises, who's huge all over the Middle-East. 
Cheers, Paula. 
 
 
 


